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Sapn Sage Reference

African Diplomacy

Anteis HularasHorstantnes Magireras

Diplomacy in Africa: from pre-colonial to post-colonial

times

ahican dpfomacy has @ long hstary. As early & e siadeunth Senbaty many Senirakoed states of pe-cdlonial
wostecn and easlemn Afnca khad deveioped sopbesiicaled dolomaic practces. Thess pracices were basad
an cuslomary lavw and, for soms historians. could be reganded s the finst sheos fo 8 permanenl of conbineous

dipicenacy [Senith 19TE- 9

Fra-calonial Afrias diplomacy Biked ths cossial snd forsat shates of Wesd and £ Alrca wih the sEvanesh
lards to the nodh § eiss régulated conkacts of hese states with She Amab wicd and the Oflaman Crmpire pa
sndl N with m uarieTy of Eurspssn rads, missienares, hunen ond ravelsns, Diplomate seihity o pre-oois-
it Africo exhibits several sminrities i that developed in feucal Europe- in Africe ‘trenties wens negolinhed
Eeatiern (of rade and suthedtty mamn ohian thes of werear] wore dalimeed, past dipuies wive saiied and

potential crises argued meay’ (Irvin 197E: 83)

The dispaich of dagnilaies ahan rafsmed i Ay massenoka’ Gnguists’ o0 Remmiis wES COMMON @ e-coln-
il Africa [Senith 1878 T-27, Adjaye 1698). These individuals and their possessions offen enoyed a moa
sy & irrnunity. Thary alss carmid somating smiar o ‘dalomabe cedunBaly’. For uxamgle, iepiisnlativen
of tha Asants kingdom camed a sta®! that was topped by the fgume of & hand holding an egg. This Image was
dusgnad o ‘cofvey e waming thal reihar the king nor his repressntatios should pross a matter foo hard
mor frwad i foo Bghty' (Smith 1978; 52, in some A%icen sisbes, gracually & class of ofcials emerged “wiho

wera sp-eciaiwla in the tonduct of farsign relatcns and may laily be descrled o professional diplomstivh

{lrein 1975 833

§Gmahy 1576 16], As Irvim (1975 B3] notes.

A practos thel ressmbles contempocary dplomacy was the ‘Gebberate’ and lorucus’ pace o negotistons

thi Blarature of Adncsn sxplorates s full of the scasseraied commenis of revalers hisld oo By what
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Asteris, Huliaras and Magliveras Konstantinos (2016), “African Diplomacy”, in The SAGE Handbook of Diplomacy, (SAGE
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